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Komen at 25 
In 1982, the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation started with a promise between 
two sisters.  This year, for their 25th 
anniversary, they are shifting into another 
gear, recommitting to finally, once and for all, 
finish what they started.  Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure: new name, new logo, same promise 
- to end breast cancer forever.  

There are big, bold changes coming.  In fact, Komen for the Cure is dedicating this 
year to engaging their grassroots network of survivors and activists – the largest in 
the world - in a yearlong program of special events and initiatives, designed to help 
discover and deliver the cures.  With plans to invest $1 billion in breast cancer 
research and community health and education programs in the next 10 years, 
they’re putting their money where their mouth is. 

In February Komen held its Affiliate Conference. Nearly 1,000 representatives from 
Komen Affiliates around the world were in Dallas to learn, network, remember those 
lost to the disease, and renew their own promise in helping to end breast cancer 
forever. In April, Komen will kick off its Community Challenge and travel the country 
in a yearlong "blitz" of 25 cities including primary states, underserved markets, and 
major cities across the country. These community challenges will include: 

• Grassroots policy activation mobilizing 
thousands from general public, 
government, social, and religious 
communities  

• Komen on the Go Education Tour 
engaging the next generation in the 
breast cancer movement  

Visit www.25komen.org and find out how you 
can help fund breast cancer research and community outreach programs to help 
end breast cancer forever. 
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Friends Deliver Baskets for Breast Cancer Awareness 
Five friends, all seniors at Bellaire High School, recently donated gift baskets to The 
Rose for women diagnosed with breast cancer. "We did this because we wanted to do 
something to help raise awareness and help women with breast cancer," said Sabrina 
Tso.  
 
The teens solicited donations from 
Origins, OPA, and other students to 
make the baskets. Tso said she and 
her friends are not members of a 
club at the school, but took on this 
project because they have an 
interest in breast cancer awareness.  
  
The Rose (a partner in the Phoenix 
project) is the Houston area's 
leading non-profit breast cancer 
organization providing 
mammography screening, 
diagnosis, early access to 
treatment, and support to all 
women regardless of their ability 
to pay. 
 
The Asian American Health 
Coalition sponsored this event and the item featured above was published by both the 
Southwest News and the Village News (Houston) on January 23, 2007. 
  
 
 

 
 
DSHS CCC News                  
The Cancer Coalition of North Texas (Wichita Falls) met on January 10, 2007.  The 
coalition came to consensus on their 
vision statement and prioritized needs in 
the community on which to focus their 
future efforts.  They will begin setting an agenda to promote tobacco and skin cancer 
prevention among youth at their next meeting, which will take place on March 14, 
2007.  Please contact Glenna Stewart at Glenna.stewart@dshs.state.tx.us for more 
information. 
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Five Bellaire High School seniors donated gift baskets to The 
Rose to give to women diagnosed with breast cancer. Shown 
are (l-r) Sabrina Tso, Andrew Nepomuceno, Joy Wong, and 
Michelle Li as they present the baskets to Pat Dames, 
director of community collaborations at The Rose. Not 
pictured is Andrea Gaspar. 
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LIVESTRONG Day Coming Soon 
Wednesday, May 16, 2007, is the day. LIVESTRONG Day! LIVESTRONG Day is the 
Lance Armstrong Foundation’s (LAF) annual grassroots advocacy effort to unify people 

affected by cancer. In its fourth year, the goal 
of LIVESTRONG Day is to raise awareness 
about cancer survivorship issues on a national 
level and in local communities across the 
country. LIVESTRONG Day is about doing 

something to make a difference in the fight against cancer. 
 
The LAF seeks individuals interested in traveling to Washington, D.C., to meet with 
congressional leaders and demand that legislators invest in resources, treatment, and 
services for everyone battling cancer. As a state representative, accepted applicants will 
receive special advocate training to prepare for meetings with members of Congress and 
an opportunity to connect with other cancer survivorship advocates. 
 
Individuals and organizations can also apply to be a LIVESTRONG Day event organizer 
to generate awareness and show support for cancer survivors and their loved ones in 
their community. Once an event is approved, organizers will have access to additional 
materials and ideas to help with planning as well as an opportunity to connect with other 
local event organizers from across the country. 
 
Your help is needed to make a difference on Capitol Hill and in your local community. 
Join us on LIVESTRONG Day 2007 and help make cancer a national priority!  Additional 
information can be found online www.livestrong.org/livestrongday or by email at 
livestrongday@laf.org.  
 
Lance Armstrong Foundation Community Program Request for Proposals 
The Lance Armstrong Foundation is pleased to announce that the 2007 Request for 
Proposals (RFP) is now available. You may access the RFP on the LAF website at 
www.livestrong.org. The application process will open and we will begin accepting 
Letters of Intent (LOI) on March 1, 2007.   
 
We will be holding three Q&A sessions on the LAF grant process for interested 
applicants. Please review the RFP for dates and times. If you have any questions, 
please send an email to research.grants@laf.org or communityprogram@laf.org.  
 

 
 
NOEP Welcomes New  
Program Director 
In January, the Nurse Oncology Education 
Program (NOEP) welcomed to its staff Joni 
Watson, MSN, RN, OCN.  Joni holds a BSN 
from the University of Texas at Arlington and 
an MSN/MBA from the University of Texas at 
Tyler.  She has worked as an oncology nurse 
for the past three years at East Texas Medical 
Center in Tyler. Joni says, “I look forward to 
helping provide Texas nurses in all fields of 
practice the very best in oncology education. It 
is exciting to be a part of the team’s efforts in 
working towards reducing the burden of 
cancer and in advancing the goals of the Texas 
Cancer Plan across the state.” 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Joni Watson, NOEP’s new program 
director. 
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Tobacco Dependence Center Receives Award 
The Don & Sybil Harrington Cancer Center’s Tobacco Dependence Center was 
awarded the Texas Medical Association’s John P. McGovern Champion of Health 
Award on January 11, 2007. This award focuses on exceptional projects that address 
urgent threats to the public’s health and those projects that help physicians create a 
healthier future for all Texans. The Texas Cancer Council-funded program, Panhandle 
Community Partnerships: Comprehensive Tobacco Control Program was included in 
the list of Tobacco Dependence Center projects submitted for this award. 

 
Girls Learn Poor Body Image Leads to Tobacco Use 
A group of Austin girls will learn to educate others on poor body image, a major cause of 
tobacco use. The 
P.O.W.E.R. Girls (Powerful 
Outrageous Women 
Expecting Respect) are 
teens from various Austin 
high schools that host 
events and give 
presentations on girls’ 
issues to young women in 
the community.  
 
Christine Carlucci, 
GENaustin’s oriGENal voice 
program director, presented 
a Body Image workshop to 
the group on February 8, 
2007 during a planning 
meeting at SafePlace. 
Carlucci discussed the 
negative effects of poor body image, which include an increased use of tobacco. The 
presentation was a collaborative effort of Every Woman’s Self-Defense, GENaustin, 
Latinitas, Life Works, Lone Star Girl Scout Council, Phoenix House, SafePlace, Youth 
Advocacy, and YWCA of Greater Austin. 
 
The P.O.W.E.R. Girls will use the information they learn to develop a presentation for 
girls released from Gardener Betts Juvenile Justice Center who are staying at a halfway 
house. The discussion will cover the mental and physical health issues that stem from 
poor body image, including depression, anxiety, eating disorders, and drug and tobacco 
use. This initiative will offer the P.O.W.E.R. Girls a chance to practice leadership and 
advocacy skills while learning the consequences of breaking the law. 

 
Life After Cancer Treatment 
On December 16, 2006, the Asian Cancer Council held the Life after Cancer Treatment 

seminar for cancer survivors 
and their caretakers.  Over 100 
people attended the event, 
which took place at the 
Memorial Herman Wellness 
Center.  The speakers included 
Dr. Rena Vassilpoulou-Sellin, 
medical director of Life after 
Cancer Care Program at 
M.D.Anderson Cancer Center, 
who spoke about the medical 
issues of cancer survivor and 
Dr. James Olson, professor at 
Sam Houston State University, 
who shared his story about 
being a three-time cancer 

 

P.O.W.E.R. Girls activate! 

Participants at the Life After Cancer Treatment seminar. 
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survivor.   The seminar included a violin performance by eleven-year-old Eucharist Kun, 
who is also a cancer survivor.  Translation in Chinese was provided and the participants 
found the seminar helpful and expressed interest in getting more information about 
cancer survivorship.  Booths with information about community resources, support 
groups, American Cancer Society, Y-Me, Hope Clinic, United Way, and Herald Cancer 
Association were provided for the participants. The seminar was successful through the 
collaboration between the different organizations and with the positive feedback from the 
seminar, it is hopeful that it can be duplicated for the Vietnamese and Korean 
communities.  
 
For information about the different support groups, please contact Shiou-Bih Huang at 
(281) 468-1045 for the Tzu Chi Cancer Support Group (Buddhist), Sumei Lee at (713) 
988-4724 for the Light and Salt support group (Christian), May Shen at (281) 491-6905 
for the Herald Cancer Association, and Vi Ho at (281) 890-0909 for Vietnamese 
survivors. 

 
TMA Committee on Cancer ACS Update 
 
Appointment of Chief Medical Staff Officer 
Mark Clanton, MD, MPH is the new chief medical staff officer for the High Plains Division 
and Hawaii Pacific Corporation.  He began in this position December 2006. 
 
Dr. Clanton most recently held the position of deputy director of the National Cancer 
Institute and deputy director senior policy advisor to the NCI director.  Dr. Clanton was 
also chief medical officer and vice president of medical affairs for the Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Texas. Dr. Clanton is a twenty-year volunteer with the ACS, and has 
provided important national, statewide and local strategic leadership through numerous 
positions including the National ACS Board of Directors.   
 
Dr. Clanton’s responsibilities will include serving on the Society’s senior leadership 
team, providing strategic staff leadership on medical and scientific issues, and focusing 
on access to care issues and health systems, and major employer system health plans.   
 
National Cancer Information Center Celebrates 10 years in providing  
Hope and Help 
The new National Cancer Information Center in Austin celebrated 10 years of service 
with a new state-of-the-art facility that will empower the ACS to expand the already 
impressive level of life-affirming support offered to constituents with a special site 
dedication in late January 2007.  John Seffrin, PhD, chief executive officer of the 
National Society was present and provided opening remarks that included the fact that 
ACS has been the first and remains the only organization to offer live cancer info 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.  Opened in 1997, fewer than a dozen people 
responded to 720 calls in the first month of operation.  Over the past ten years, the NCIC 
has grown to 450 staff that fields an average of 85,000 a month; well over a million calls 
a year.  This includes: 

• Basic information on cancer prevention, early detection, and survivorship 
• Clinical trials matching service 
• Health insurance specialists 
• Quit line (62,000 sessions and provided 42,000 tobacco cessation counseling 

services) 
 
Legislative Priorities for Texas  
While the ACS will monitor hundreds of proposed pieces of legislation through the 80th 
Annual Texas Legislative Session ongoing, these five issues will be the stated priorities 
for this session: 

• Maintain funding for Texas Cancer Registry and the Texas Cancer Council 
• 4 million in state matching funds for NBCCEDP 
• Support for a Smoke free Texas 
• Improved pain management 
• Obesity awareness and prevention 
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The Great American Health Challenge 

 
 
Take the Great American Health Challenge now at: 
http://www.cancer.org/docroot/subsite/greatamericans/index.asp.  
 
 
New NCI Cancer Risk Website 
This new website is interactive and allows consumers to get information on various 
cancer risks, assess their risk, and understand how to analysis research studies news 
releases. Visit http://understandingrisk.cancer.gov.  
 

 
Tools for Texans: Helping Communities Fight Cancer  
Tools for Texans: Helping Communities Fight Cancer is a unique skill-building workshop 
developed for community stakeholders, planners, healthcare professionals, and 
volunteers. The two-day conference will enhance the capacity of participants to 
implement cancer prevention and control programs in communities throughout the state. 
 
The program was developed to help Texans work together toward the goals of a) 
tobacco use prevention and cessation, b) improving nutrition and increasing physical 
activity to reduce the incidence of obesity, and c) increasing the use of screening and 
early detection services. Cancers that can be prevented or detected earlier by screening 
account for over half of all new cancer cases (American Cancer Society 2007).  
 
Participants will acquire the tools necessary for developing a plan, using cancer 
statistics, planning meetings, media and outreach, finding resources, working with 
priority populations, locating funding, influencing public policy, and evaluating efforts. 
 
The Texas Cancer Council, in partnership with the Nurse Oncology Education Program 
(a nonprofit project of TNA) will present four annual workshops statewide with grant 
funding by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  
 
The first conference will be held in Austin on April 26-27, 2007 at the Crowne Plaza 
Austin hotel. Registration is online at www.acteva.com/go/noeptexas. The conference 
fee is $20 (includes Toolkit materials and meals) before April 12, 2007, and space is 
limited. Travel scholarships and registration fee waivers are available. For more 
information, call (800) 515-6770 or email noep@texasnurses.org.  

 
 

RESOURCES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
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NOEP 2007 Training Dates: CNE for Nurses 
 in all Fields of Practice 
 
 
 

February 24 Trailblazing Texas: Riding the Range of Cancer in Children &  
  Adolescents, Harlingen 
March 27 Cancer in Children and Adolescents, Wichita Falls 
March 28 Leading the Fight against Colorectal Cancer, Del Rio 
March 31 Women’s Health Update: Insights for Nurses, Beaumont 
April 13 Cancer Survivorship for Healthcare Professionals, Texarkana 
April 26-27 Tools for Texans: Helping Communities Fight Cancer, Austin 
  
For information or to register for NOEP training, visit www.noeptexas.org or call  
(800) 515-6770.  

 
 
 
CNNT News  
The Cancer Nutrition Network for Texans (CNNT) has 
developed a resource for Cancer Survivors called the CNNT 
Cancer Care Passport©.  This resource includes nutritional 
and physical activity information, appointment tracking, 
medication and treatment logs, and other valuable tools for 
survivors.  You can download and print a loose copy of the 
CNNT Cancer Care Passport© at 
http://www.utmb.edu/nsights/ or you may contact Libby Smith 
at (409) 747-2269 or easmith@utmb.edu to request your 
original CNNT Cancer Care Passport©.  
 
The CNNT has been hard at work presenting the patient/caregiver workshops.  They’ve 
also been distributing the Cancer Care Passport © to cancer centers throughout Texas.  
More passports are being printed to keep up with the demand.  If your group would like 
copies of the Cancer Care Passport, please contact:  Libby Smith at easmith@utmb.edu 
or (409) 747-2239 
 
The Cancer Teaching and Curriculum Enhancement in Undergraduate Medicine Project 
(CATCHUM) is moving right along and getting its cancer education modules finished 
and uploaded to their website. Six online learning modules are currently available and 
several more will be uploaded soon.  If you are interested in registering to use a module, 
please visit www.catchum.utmb.edu or call Erin Brooks at (409) 772-9136 
or erbrooks@utmb.edu.   
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Nicotine Cessation Conferences 

• March 30, 2007—Longview 8:00--12 noon. Earn CE for attending the 
conference. $50 per person. 

• April 27, 2007—Amarillo 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Earn CE for attending conference. 
$75 per person. For more information on both conferences, please contact 
Rebecca Miller (512) 657-4223 Rebecca.miller@nospit.com 

Cool Tools to Help Train Students 
Now Available in English and 
Spanish  

Contact Rebecca Miller at (512) 657-4223 
to order your English and Spanish copies of 
the “Cool Cats Don’t Chew Tobacco” today. 

 

 

 

 
 

DOEP, NOEP, and POEP Team Up 
The Dental Oncology Education Program, the Nurse Oncology Education Program, and 
the Physician Oncology Education Program hosted the first Cancer Survivorship 
Conference for Healthcare Professionals in Nacogdoches on January 26, 2007.  The 
conference featured five speakers focusing on milestone screening, late-term effects, 
nutrition and physical activity, oral health for the cancer patient, and pain management.  
The conference had a record-breaking 82 students attend this event.  The next 
conference will be held in Texarkana on April 13, 2007.  For more information, visit 
www.poep.org.  
 

 
 
  
 
Thank you for your interest in the Texas Comprehensive Cancer Control Coalition. Please direct your 
newsletter feedback to Stephanie Uecker, suecker@tcc.state.tx.us or call (512) 438-3096. News items 
are collected from and written by variety of sources including the media and our cancer-control 
partners throughout the state. We reserve the right to edit all content for clarity and brevity 

 


