Texas Comprehensive Cancer Control Coalition
Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

April 30, 2009

American Cancer Society, Austin, TX 

9:30am - 2:00pm

	.Attending
	Not Attending

	Davor Vugrin, Texas Tech University, Chair

Armin Weinberg, Baylor College of Medicine, Chair Elect

Mary Lou Adams, UT Austin School of Nursing, Immediate Past Chair

Carol Rice, Texas AgriLife Extension, Member At Large

Barbara Keir, Dept. of State Health Services, DSHS Rep
Sandra Balderrama, Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas

Michelle Frerich (later for Sandra Balderrama), Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas, CPRIT Rep
Phil Huang, Austin Travis County Health and Human Services Department, Prevention Work Group Co- Chair
Deborah Vollmer - Dahlke, DVD Associates, Prevention Work Group Co- Chair
Karen Torges, (KT) American Cancer Society, High Plains Division, Early Detection & Treatment Work Group Co- Chair

Venus Gines, Dia de la Mujer Latina, Inc., Survivorship Work Group Co-Chair

Billy Philips, Texas Tech University
Lewis Foxhall, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center
Carla Strom, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center
Jo Ann Ward, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center
Gina Lawson, Dept. of State Health Services
Juanita Salinas, Dept. of State Health Services

Stephanie Uecker, Dept. of State Health Services
Lynda Taylor, Dept. of State Health Services

Jennifer Smith, Dept. of State Health Services

Penny Harmonson, Dept. of State Health Services

Andy Miller, Lance Armstrong Foundation

Heather Becker, UT at Austin School of Nursing

Stephanie Gonzalez, Physician Oncology Education Program
Grady Basler, Dental Oncology Education Program

Shirley LaVergne (for Joni Watson) Nurse Oncology Education Program
Melanie Williams, Texas Cancer Registry

Dorothy Gibbons, Breast Health Collaborative of TX

Craig Schaefer, Survivorship Coalition/Cancer Care Services

Luis Velez (for Amelie Ramirez) UTHSC at San Antonio

Pandora Ashley (for Lucas Wong) Scott & White Hospital

Ginny Thompson, Cancer Information Service
Linda Civallero, Cancer Information Service
Guests:
Bill Gimson, Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas
Quyhn Nguyen, Boat People SOS

Deana Gehring, UTMB – Galveston
Brian Falbo Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Central TX
Jennifer Haussler, Dept. of State Health Services

Eric Miller, Texas Cancer Registry

James Gray, American Cancer Society

.

	Maria Fernandez, UTHSC-Houston School of Public Health, Early Detection & Treatment Work Group Co- Chair
Sister Mary Jane Strauch, Valley Colorectal, Survivorship Work Group Co-Chair

John Hopkins, Texas Cancer Registry, Data Liaison to Work Groups
Ramona Magid, Susan G. Komen for the Cure-Austin
Haley Justice, Lance Armstrong Foundation 
Joni Watson, Nurse Oncology Education Program

Susan Griffin, Texas Action for Healthy Kids Alliance
Lynne Nguyen, Asian American Health Coalition

Cherry Evans, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Houston
Tina Garcia, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Dallas

Mike Dany, American Cancer Society, High Plains Division

Karen Jackson, Sisters Network, Inc.

Diane Mitschke, UT - Arlington

Elizabeth Sjoberg, Texas Hospital Association

Sharron Cox, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

Joel Dunnington, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center




Pre- Meeting 
Members had the opportunity to visit with CPRIT’s new executive director, Bill Gimson from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Meeting Kick-Off
Dr. Davor Vugrin introduced Bill Gimson who was happy to have the opportunity to meet TCCCC members today. His number one priority is full funding of CPRIT and is visiting with legislators later today. He believes there are tremendous opportunities for operational prevention, as well as prevention research in CPRIT’s portfolio.

Bill wants to keep everyone informed and is open to ideas; he asked members to visit or email him anytime.


Welcome/Announcements/Introductions

Dr. Vugrin welcomed the new DSHS community coalition specialist, Lynda Taylor. 
He sent get well wishes to Sister Mary Jane Strauch who is home after a 27-day hospital stay and serious battle with a staph infection. She is now working 4 hour days and will see us at the next meeting. She thanks everyone for their concerns and cards.

Dr. Vugrin offered congratulations to:

· CPRIT staff for submitting their grant application to the CDC for colorectal cancer funding.

· Juanita Salinas & the Comprehensive Cancer Control Program staff on receiving unofficial notification of level funding for the next year.

· Dr. Billy Philips, Melanie Williams and their project staff for the release of the Cost of Cancer in Texas 2007.

· Venus Gines on the opening of her new community health resource and navigation center, the Intercultural Center for Health & Wellness in Houston.
· Dr. Billy Philips on starting his new post at Texas Tech on April 1.

· Gina Lawson on the birth of her baby.

Brief introductions of members and guests followed.


February 19, 2009 TCCCC Minutes

Members revised page 4 the February 19, 2009 draft minutes under the Cost of Cancer (beginning with the fourth paragraph) to read:

The Texas Cancer Registry (TCR), Texas Department of State Health Services funded this study, to update the cost of cancer in Texas for assistance in public health and health care policy making, evaluate and use its data for the first time in measuring the economic burden of cancer, and provide additional insight for further enhancing TCR data to support this important area of research. 

New TCCCC member, Dr. Hari Dayal, a former Cost of Cancer project team member, shared his perspective and provided three copies of an alternative report to TCCCC leadership.


Housekeeping 

Stephanie Uecker asked members to complete the donated hours form and mentioned that the Comprehensive Cancer Control Program at DSHS relies on this information to demonstrate member/partner support for the Coalition in its reports to the CDC twice a year.



Presentation w/ Q&A: Community Coalition Support Team


Dr. Lewis Foxhall presented a framework for the Community Coalition Support Team (CCST). The CCST is an ad-hoc committee of the Texas Comprehensive Cancer Control Coalition. The 2008 survey of both local and statewide coalition members indicates that members would like additional training and technical assistance on topics such as evidence-based interventions, evaluation utilization and leadership. The work of the Community Coalition Support Team will supplement current programs including regional cancer conferences, coalition site visits and the cancer control toolkit to further put the Plan into action. Also, strong local implementation will help position the state Comprehensive Cancer Control Program, the CCC Coalition and community coalitions for future state and federal funding.
CCST Goal/Aim: The aim of the CCST is to build the capacity of local coalitions to achieve effective cancer prevention and control programs that support the Texas Cancer Plan.
CCST Objectives:

1) Develop the CCST program to strengthen the capacity of community coalitions to implement cancer control programs by identifying local, regional and state resources to leverage support of local cancer coalitions working to implement components of the Plan.

1.a. Create an evidence-based framework for identifying, assessing supporting and evaluating community coalitions.

1.b. Develop and share a directory/database of resources and expertise available by coalition members to provide technical support to community coalitions.

2) Conduct a pilot test to provide cancer coalitions with the training and technical assistance needed to develop or enhance local comprehensive cancer control programs.

2.a. Select at least two coalitions to receive the full spectrum of services.

2.b. Respond to ad-hoc requests from any additional community coalitions.

3) Evaluate the impact of training and support on the programmatic capacity of local coalitions after 18 months of support.

Comments:  Members supported the concept. Dr. Foxhall distributed a sign-up sheet so members could volunteer to work with the CCST and serve as faculty to provide technical assistance to communities. Two pilot communities will be chosen by the CCST. 
Action: TCCCC members will work with Dr. Foxhall’s team to develop a concept paper to present to CPRIT.


Texas Legislative Update


James Gray of the American Cancer Society provided a legislative update that included bills related to:
· Smoke free Texas – This bill has an uphill battle and an aggressive campaign is being waged now. The next week will be crucial.
· HB 15 Cleanup – This bill looks good.
· CPRIT funding – The agency was given authority to supplement the salaries of certain key positions from donations to the CPRIT Foundation.
· Texas Cancer Registry funding – Funding for this is fine, not great.
· BCCP funding – Looks like level funding.
· Clinical trials – This is stuck in Calendars Committee. If passed, the bill would have insurance cover four phases of clinical trials.
· Sharing hospital discharge data – This is a simple bill trying to accomplish a simple task but it is running into some snags. 
Track bills online at http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/BillNumber.aspx 


TCCCC Survivorship Web Portal Update


Dr. Armin Weinberg reported on the conference call held March 31 to discuss the issues related to the TCCCC survivorship web portal currently housed on the Texas Cancer Information website at MD Anderson. Simply put, there are currently no resources to maintain the TCCCC survivorship web portal. Some ideas put forth on the call to address the issue included scaling down the number of links on the web portal to only TCCCC members (ACS, Komen, LAF, NCI, etc.) who have survivorship resources. This approach could make future portal maintenance more manageable. 

Dr. Foxhall expressed concern about limiting the links at this time and indicated that there may be an opportunity to apply for CPRIT funding to help with future website maintenance.


2009 Coalition Evaluation Survey

Dr. Heather Becker presented preliminary results of the annual member survey. There are still a few more surveys to collect before the results are finalized. Some feedback for improvement included:
How to Improve Coalition Functioning
· Devote increased time to subcommittee group work
· Increased meeting time
· Ensure collaboration with CPRIT activities
· Improve communication of Coalition’s benefits to members and Texas communities

Discussion: A few questions were raised about the calculation method and how to distinguish between in-kind donation and financial contribution. There were a few slightly lower ratings on a few 2009 questions which might be linked to members’ scaled back participation because of the faltering economy.

Members thanked Heather for all her years of evaluating the progress of the CCC program and the TCCCC. 



CCC Program Update

Juanita Salinas reported that the DSHS Comprehensive Cancer Control Program at DSHS had received unofficial notification of level funding from the CDC. The prostate cancer grant funding was also level, while the ovarian cancer grant was reduced. Next, she reviewed the fiscal year 2009 CDC work plan objectives, performance measures and the funding structure of the grant. 
The community stakeholder meeting postponed from April 29 is now on for June 16-17. TCCCC members will be invited to share information and resources from their organizations at this event. 

A training/networking meeting was held February 26 in Dallas at the American Cancer Society for DSHS prostate cancer grantees and others working in prostate cancer awareness in Texas. Community presentations were provided by the communities of Tyler, Wichita Falls, Amarillo, and Galveston. Technical assistance included presentations from the Cancer Information Service and the University of Texas at Austin College of Communications.
CCC Program staff visited with Dr. Carol Friedman, Chief, Comprehensive Cancer Control Branch Division of Cancer Prevention and Control, on her recent visit to Austin in March. 
Stephanie attended the CCC Program Directors’ Meeting in Atlanta in mid-April.

The TCCCC website has been transferred to DSHS and will be hosted by Network Solutions. Staff will work to redesign and update it as soon as possible.
2009 linkage letters will be requested soon. Stephanie will ask for a two-week turnaround per members’ direction.
Action: Armin requested that DSHS ensure 508 compliance when the TCCCC website is redesigned and that a warm welcome/acknowledgement message be included for cancer survivors and the people of Texas.

Action: Deborah Vollmer-Dahlke & Dr. Billy Philips asked Stephanie to arrange Twitter and Facebook use for the TCCCC.


TCCCC Promotion of Cost of Cancer 


Dr. Melanie Williams reported that Texas Cancer Registry (TCR) staff is willing to produce some TCCCC-branded products related to the Cost of Cancer in Texas, 2007 for members’ use. Three products mentioned were supporting a WebEx conference for researchers to be hosted by Dr. Weinberg with the research team participating, a set of PowerPoint slides of the more popular data and preparation of translational information that would benefit researchers.  
Action: TCR staff will contact Dr. Weinberg when the products are ready for review and rollout.


Presentation: Prevention Work Group 


Deborah Vollmer-Dahlke, co-chair of the TCCCC Prevention Work Group provided an overview of the group’s progress. She presented the Intervention Matrix to the group, asked for changes or additions; and discussed the group’s plans for gap analysis and next steps.


Texas Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System Data 


Jennifer Haussler, MS, from the DSHS Center for Health Statistics, presented 2008 data from the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS). Summaries for select cancer screening rates are below:
Blood Stool Test Summary
· 2008 rate of 80.7 is not a significant increase from 2002 rate of 75.7

· Hispanics and those under 65 are slightly less likely to be screened

· Income and education appear to have no effect
Sigmoidoscopy/Colonoscopy Summary
· 2008 rate of 43.8 is a significant decrease from 2002 rate of 54.5

· Whites and those over 65 are far more likely to have been screened

· Increases in income and education correlate with increases in screening

Mammogram Summary
· 2008 rate of 27.4 is not a significant decrease from 2002 rate of 31.0

· Minorities (especially “other”) and younger populations are less likely to be screened

· Increases in income and education correlate with increases in screening

Pap Test Summary
· 2008 rate of 18.5 is not a significant increase from 2002 rate of 16.3

· Those over 65 have the lowest rate of screening as do “other” minorities

· Screening only increases with education at the higher levels; screening increases with income

PSA Test Summary
· 2008 rate of 47.2 is not a significant decrease form 2002 rate of 51.3

· Whites, blacks and persons over 65 have the highest screening rates

· Increases in income and education correlate with increases in screening

DRE Summary
· 2008 rate of 40.0 is not a significant increase from the 2002 rate of 38.1

· Whites, blacks and those over 65 (especially) have the highest screening rates

· Increases in income and education correlate with increases in screening
For additional information
· http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/chs/brfss/
· Interactive Surveys ~ query system with data 

· Special Reports ~ provides analysis from oversamples

· 2008 data will be available in the next few weeks

· BRFSS@dshs.state.tx.us 
Action: Stephanie will post the 2008 BRFSS PowerPoint slides on the TCCCC website when it is reconstructed.


Work Group Breakout Sessions 

Dr. Weinberg and Dr. Vugrin decided to forgo the breakout sessions due to lack of agenda time. Both emphasized the need for the work groups to meet between quarterly TCCCC meetings to accomplish their tasks.
Action: Stephanie will contact work group co-chairs to coordinate conference calls.


TCCCC Member Updates 

Armin Weinberg – He will share revised fact sheets for the TCCCC newsletter; clinical trials are going well and he’ll share results; working with Centers for Medicare & Medicaid; dialoguing with Baylor to improve coverage for clinical trials.
Deborah Vollmer- Dahlke – She is working with the Texas Clinical Trials Network; writing charity grants; involved in part-time project/data collection with MD Anderson.
Karen Torges – She shared the benefits of Cure Magazine and offered members a copy to take home.
Jo Ann Ward – She encouraged members to consider attending or presenting at the October meeting of the American Association of Cancer Education conference in Houston. The deadline for abstracts is May 4 but might be extended. 
Jennifer Smith –The Cardiovascular Disease Program at DSHS is holding a chronic disease meeting in Austin June 10-11 that will include speakers on building capacity and leadership as well as overlapping chronic disease issues. All are welcome to attend. She’s also working on a value-based benefits design project with worksites to increase employers’ insurance coverage for colorectal cancer screening.
Penny Harmonson –Calls to the QuitLine increased 84% after the 2009 federal cigarette tax increased 62 cents per pack.
Eric Miller – 2006 finalized incidence & mortality data is now on the TCR website. The TCR query tool has also been updated to include the 2006 data.
Luis Velez – The Bexar County breast cancer needs assessment is complete; working with San Antonio Tobacco Coalitions and the Chamber of Commerce; joined South Texas Coalition for Treatment & Prevention.
Carol Rice – Texas AgriLife Extension has agents in 250 of the 254 Texas counties and offers a great network for statewide connection. 
Craig Schaefer – CancerCare Services in Ft. Worth has been selected to work with the Community Wealth Collaborative -- an intensive 11-month business planning process designed to assist a select group of high-performing nonprofit organizations as they develop social enterprises to help sustain mission-based programs and services.
Linda Civallero – She thanked Armin Weinberg & Jay Silver for their tireless advocacy on behalf of CIS. 
Ginny Thompson – CIS is providing evidence-based workshops to Komen grantees and CPRIT-funded projects. 
Barbara Keir – DSHS has been heavily engaged in this legislative session and has requested additional funds in its budget for health promotion. If approved, funds would go for nutrition/obesity grants to local communities.
Dorothy Gibbons – The National Breast Cancer Coalition Fund awarded its 2008 Best Practices in Breast Cancer Advocacy Award to the Breast Health Collaborative of Texas for its Breast Health Resource Mapping Project, an interactive online portal, which maps breast health services in seven counties.   
Davor Vugrin – Texas Tech is interested in developing a cancer program in Lubbock.


Wrap Up/Adjourn

Dr. Vugrin thanked everyone for their hard work and ended the meeting shortly after 2pm.
Remaining 2009 TCCCC Quarterly Meeting Dates

August 6

November 5
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